Postpartum behavior in the mouse: the contribution of suckling stimulation to water intake, food intake and body weight regulation.
Rockland-Swiss (R-S) Albino female mice that receive suckling stimulation from young consume significantly more water and food and gain significantly more weight than dams without young. Excision of nipples (thelectomy) prevents postpartum increases in these consummatory behaviors and in body weight gain even in dams with extensive prior suckling exposure. Thus, both the initiation and maintenance of postpartum ingestive behaviors depend primarily upon suckling stimulation from young.